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Visit the Mines & Plants page for an interactive map.
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Lignite is coal. Formed over millions of years by decomposing plant material, it’s abundant, low-cost, reliable and environmentally sustainable.
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SEVEN Reasons to Vote NO on Resolution 7
Vote No on Resolution No. 7 Resolution 7 will be considered at the North Dakota GOP Convention on Saturday, April […]


	
Scholarship applications open
Applications are now being accepted for the Jeff Burgess Memorial Scholarship Fund. The Jeff Burgess Memorial Scholarship Fund was established […]


	
New Poll Reveals Surging Support for Carbon Capture and N.D. Coal Industry
For more information: Kay LaCoe – Vice President of Marketing & Communications O: 701.355.2194 | C: 701.400.6757 kay.lacoe@lignite.com FOR IMMEDIATE […]


	
NDIC recognizes Weeda with Resolution, Vigesaa named NDTA director
John Weeda, former North Dakota Transmission Authority Director was officially recognized for his service and dedication to the industry and […]
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Mined: Lignite Energy in America: a podcast from the Lignite Energy Council. Join hosts Kate and Geoff as they explore industry-related topics.
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North Dakota state regulators are currently developing a plan to implement provisions of the Clean Air Act designed to improve visibility in National Parks and Wilderness areas.

DEQ’s current visibility plan ensures man-made emissions within the state are well-controlled and do not significantly impair visibility at the state’s two parks. DEQ’s new plan, now under review, maintains those protections, accounts for new control efforts already underway, and ensures visibility will continue to improve well ahead of the schedule set by EPA.

However, according to the North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), the primary causes of visibility impairment in North Dakota are wildfires and international emissions from Canada, neither of which the state can control.

Here are some of the facts.

North Dakota already has the cleanest air in the country—it’s one of only four of the lower 48 states to have never violated federal standards that protect human health and the environment.

North Dakota also has some of the best visibility in the country, which is the only goal of EPA’s “Regional Haze” Program: eliminating man-made visibility impairment by 2064.

Of the visibility impairment remaining in North Dakota’s two parks, 80% to 87% is caused by sources of emissions that North Dakota cannot control, depending on the park in question.

Despite these facts, EPA and others will likely ask North Dakotans to accept the burden of even more controls, particularly on power plants.  However, our power plants have already spent over $2 billion dollars in the last decade to reduce emissions by 66%.  In contrast, Canadian power plants have reduced emissions by only 20% in the same time frame.

Also, modeling conducted by a coordinating group of 15 Western states shows imposing more emission controls at North Dakota power plants would not be cost-effective—visibility will continue to improve at a pace that is more than a decade ahead of EPA’s 2064 goal, regardless of any new controls, and any improvement from new controls would be undetectable. 

Take action today by telling policy makers you support a visibility plan designed by the North Dakota DEQ that recognizes the significant progress made through industry investment that ensures our region continues to benefit from clean and clear air along with reliable, affordable electricity supply, today and in the future.
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